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By JAMES RESTON
WASHINGTON, Feb, 1§ —

assu"ing everybo j “these days”]
' that China s not jikely o enter™
“the Vletnamese war, but how do.
they know? And who are. the
I- experts who' sit’ ln on the great
declsions and calculate Chinas,
reactlon?

When the Soviet Union was
the main concern here:it was-
ensy to spot the Soviet acholars

~ close to the President. Ten years
-before the United States recog-'
nized the Soviet Union — in

" Harding's Administration, of all
times — the State Department

 trained & class of Kremlinolo-
" gists, and from the Roosevelt"
Administration to the Johnson |

- Adminfstration either Charles:
"B, Bohlen, George F. Kennan or
" Llewellyn Thompson wad called
on for advice.

<) *

- No such experienced and dis |
- tinguished diplomats are sum-=
“"moned to the White House now
-on China questions, Most of the |
i\ ¥old China hands” of the Bohlenw-
‘Thompson generation -~ John
“+ FPaton Davies, John Carter Vin<
- cent, Edmund Clubb, etc.—wera!
; tshunted aside in the MeCarthy
- raids on the State Department, |
» and the new:China hands aro’
~ Rot.invited to the mt(cal Whltt‘

Cipd

'Presideht
policy inner circle, He served as
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"[House policy sessions,

Secretary of State Rusk s
the sole ¥ar Eastern expert in
Johnson's  forelgn -

Deputy Chief of Staff to Gen. .
Joseph Stilwell in fhe Chinae -
Burma-India theater during the
last war,

1952, but he never served in

. otate- Department:

Allen S-.
‘Whiting _and James Fulton
“Leoriatd, 37, In'intelligence and’
research; Harold W, Jacobson,
.David Dean, and Paul H, Kreis-,
"berg in the political section

‘under Assistant Secretaty Wil-,

;'llara P, Bundy; Robert W. Bare
and was Assistant”
| Secretary of State for Far.
Eastern Affairs from 1950 to-

nett, his deputy; and Joseph A.
Yager on the policy planning
+staff, 'who is the only one of
:these State Department. offi-

know the most about China {
this Government are not
““touch with the President pe
sonally and at least some ¢
them certainly do not share hif
confidence that the war in Viet
.nam can be enlarged witho
bringing China into the strugsg

‘Silence s Safon.

_nfortunately,-the new Chin
‘hands, remembering the fate o

China and is not a student of- ;clals who does’ not speak.the fne old China hands In the Stath

that country as Bohleh and,
| Thompson were students of the
Soviet Unlon. -~ °

There 15 in this Govemment

"however, & new' generation of -
China experts, skilled in the.
languages of China, who follow z'rhompson,

dangusga,

¢ In the White House office of
M’c(?’ ofge Biiidy; Special As-
"sistant to the President for
Natlonal Security Affairs, there
‘are two China experts, J James
wos_. 15 off..

Paras

Department, ara still cautiouf
ADOUL™ B eaking “out._ They..dp
t.’\'vant to get ca.ught betweef,
resxdent ‘Johnson “and Senatof.
ulbright .and who can-blamp
“them? -~

Yet .the fact remaing the

political, economic’ and military .'Asia, Hiow with Vice President -China, which everybody in thp

| developments in that country as -

best they can.

(Edward Earl Rice,} - former
.1 Deputy Assistant Secretary of

. ',State for Far Bastern Affairs,
“heads a large mission in Hong

. Kong. that . monitors and anal-
yzes all wireless and. printed ine
‘formation. avaflable .at -thatir
' listening_post. He is assisted by |

two other competent ‘Foreign .,

“Humphrey + and Chester L.

“t Cooper, a M.LT, griduale and".

. former Central Intelligence Of-.
vflcer, who helps Bundy with -
=And  of ‘course,__the
\a5Its GWi Chinese

(e
‘\0'5 s, ~Whose identify.'is. not
hrwidely adveruseg,_,,,__; Y

./!I‘ho Gap . -
The amount’ of information

ship-ped every day: .to the .offls; -

_present debate agrees is no
the maln problem of America
forelgn policy, gets very littlp
’'public analysis, A start wak
.made at re-examining Was
; ington's China policy at the enfl’
.of 1963, when Assistant Secrg
< -tary of State Roger Hilsme
'went Y6~ San  Franclsco  anj
" dared to suggest that Commy-
‘nism jn China might be morp

‘Service -officers, Qscar..Vance ! on/Chma a,vailable to all these ,than a passing fancy.
‘Amstréng.w Who_ speaks . Ma.n-.- men is voluminous, It is ‘sifted;

-darin, and John H.,,Hold.rid e. P summartzed ‘and’ analyzed. and election started, ending -objed-
‘who 3 the pelncipal political 6fs

Shottly after this the 196

.tive discussion of the questio

2£%eeT ob ﬁxe’ﬂ‘ang"xorrgmtss:om‘ ‘efals concerned;; sotig’ o{ whvm' and the Vietnamese war has gqt.

£5 'rhere ars Chinese experts in -
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